1632-33] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1633 155

began to say one to the other, ‘‘ Azakocan, Atakocan, it
is Atahocan.”’

They say there is one named Messou, who restored
the world when it was lost in the waters. You see
that they have some traditions of the deluge, although
mingled with fables. This is the way, as they say,
that the world was lost.

This Messou, going hunting with lynxes, instead
of dogs, was warned that it would be dangerous for
his lynxes (which he called his brothers), in a certain
lake near the place where he was. One day as he
was hunting an elk, his lynxes gave it chase even
into the lake; and, when they reached the middle of
it, they were submerged in an instant. When he
arrived there and sought his brothers [78] every-
where, a bird told him that it had seen them at the
bottom of the lake, and that certain animals or mon-
sters held them there. He leaped into the water to
rescue them; but immediately the lake overflowed,
and increased so prodigiously that it inundated and
drowned the whole earth.

The Messou, very much astonished, gave up all
thoughts of his lynxes, to meditate on creating the
world anew. He sent a raven to find a small piece
of the earth, with which to build up another world.
The raven was unable to find any, everything being
covered with water. He made an otter dive down,
but the depth of the water prevented it from going
to the bottom. At last a muskrat descended, and
brought back some earth. With this bit of earth, he
[Messou] restored everything to its condition. He
remade the trunks of the trees, and shot arrows
against them, which were changed into branches. It
would be a long story to recount [79] how he reéstab-



